and incubated at 37 #{176}C in a fully humidified atmosphere with 5% CO2 in air. Colonies containing more than 50 cells were counted on day 14 by use of an invertoscope (Zeiss). The number ofCFU-GM and BFU-e per iO cells in the fetal liver preparations of varying embryonic ages at the time of collection were determined.
Early and late midtrimester fetal livers contained approximately equivalent concentrations of precursor cells. Fetal age 1 3 to I 5 weeks: CFU-GM 694 ± 309 (n -26) (mean ± SD), BFU-e -3,917 ± 2,420 (n -14); 16 to 18 weeks fetal age: CFU-GM -754 ± 397 (n -34), BFU-e -4,166 ± 2,009 (n -2 0).
Cell morphology.
In order to follow the lineage-specific maturation during long-term culture, in some experiments the cells were used for cytological examination. Samples of the nonadherent cells were collected, cytocentrifuged (Shandon, Cheshire, England) and stained
with May-Grtlnwald-Giemsa (Merck). Per differential count, 200 cells were scored. Fetal liver and bone marrow stromal layers were also examined after cytochemical staining with anaphtyl-esterase (with and without sodium fluoride), alkaline phosphatase, and acid phosphatase. 1) and BFU-e ( Fig  2) 
RESULTS

The
